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Recovery and 
Resilience 

SEACLIFF & NEW BRIGHTON 
STATE BEACHES 

Scott Rohlf - Staff Park and Recreation Specialist, Santa Cruz District 



• 2 miles of  coastline 
• 1 mile pedestrian promenade 
• 64 RV campsites (26 full 

hookups) 
• Pier 
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Bomb Cyclone 

• January 5th, 2023 
• 30-35 foot breaking waves 
• Numerous atmospheric 

rivers 







Seacliff  & New 
Brighton Recovery 
and Resilience 

• Understand the local coastal 
processes 

• Assess the vulnerability 

• Identify short- & long-term 
adaptations 

• Engage with the public 

throughout the process Feb 9th, 2024 King Tides 
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Seacliff  & NB 
Recovery and 
Resilience 

North 
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Flgure 1-23: Angles or mve Incidence at Monterey Bay, adopted ltom USGS (20061. 
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Figure 3-3: Long-term vs short-term cliff at Seaclilf Stat& Beach, Hapke (2004). 
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Seacliff  & NB 
Recovery and 
Resilience 

*Preliminary 

• Understand the local coastal 
processes 

• Assess the vulnerability 
• Identify short- & long-term 

adaptations 
• Engage with the public 

throughout thAe process 

... -"""·· 
Table 4-3: Vulnerability ratings for facllltles and r~ources at Seaclltf Campground . 

;: ,........,_ Sea Level Rise {ft) 
.A~ 1' 2' 4' 6' Hazard 
! - F acllttles/I nfrastructure 

- lie(,-~ ..... 

c - - r:om1or1 !(n:iti:-in~ r,, 11 0 

" ,:"J 
Present-Oaf Sea Leve A.1 r isnp flit~1inn r,, 11 0 

" ,:"J 

r.v r!PJCnir..:11 hookups (r:'P.m<lliAA~d) I I ~ ,, 0 

" ,:"J Wa+.·e: (l'Jerlt1ppinG 

Coutal .annonnA I I 
,, .. , 3 t~ '/Ja1:e 0·1ertopp1ni:; 

Comfort s:ati:ns M 3 B Lleach erosion 
Ueaci" stonn·Jt'a\er cutlets r,, ,, .. , 3 t~ L!each erosion 
Coutal ,'l-monng r,, ,, .. , 3 -~~ L!each erosion 

Groundwa:er moo tonng wel s u ;j t!each erosion 
A1 t-'1.1np 3ta11on 11 ;.-1 t:!each erosion 
KV clect,.,.I hookups [demolished) L M 3 ;.-1 t:!each erosion 
~t,:irnw,a:e, coo,j llts trom cl tftop to base o1 cl1f r,, H H H Chit retreat 
Access 
L.,s 01:..is O·iv~ bl•um y:.4!0: oonlrol .,uinl "' H s s wa~f:! ,;.,w r[1; p1,.1ili,; 

Las Olas Drive "' H s a l/Ja,,.:e 0·1ertoppil~ 
Calll)Qround Parking (demolished) H 9 s a l/Ja,:e ,y;ertoppil~ 

Btiach at'Ctito ti l.Jira "' H s s w a~'d owrl1JpiJill,; 

L:.11> OIUt> O·ivti bu1..1n ga!o;, oonlrul 1,HJinl u s B~ t:h ~rOl::iion 

l o• 01:,; D·ive M s B~ i.;h ~rw ion 

Canw round P~rking L s s B~ t:h ~rw ion 

Be:ict access stoirs "' s s s Beach erosion 

Be:ictga:e T<'1il L M H H Clilf retre31 
Stlte Pork Dnve L M u M Cliff relre31 
Natural Resources (acres lost) 
StiacliIT C,.nnµground E-tKtt:h H 5.3 8.5 11.1 Shon:lh tf rt1lr1:KJ. 

T~sm.Anian hlu~ um, met oum O? O? O? il J Glilf rctrom 
Forest fragment 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 Clilf rctrcat 

1.8 1.9 2.0 2.1 Cliff rctrcat 



Seacliff  & NB 
Recovery and 
Resilience 

Hybrid Solution? 

• Understand the local coastal 
processes 

• Assess the vulnerability 
• Identify short- & long-term 

adaptations 
• Engage with the public 

throughout the process 

Do Nothing 
1111 

Managed Retreat 

Protect 

Elevate 

Advance 
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Seacliff  & NB 
Recovery and 
Resilience 

W h a t W e ’ve He a rd  from  P a rk 
Visito rs The  Visitor Experience  Survey was  ava ilab le  in  Septem ber and
October  2023.  The  survey  ga thered  inform ation  about what  
people  va lue  a t  Seacliff and  New Brighton  Sta te  Beaches,  the  
activities  they en joy, am enities they use , and  how they’d  like  to  
experience  the  parks  in  the  fu ture .  

Ba lancing protection  of  beautifu l na tura l se ttings  with  opportun ities  for  h igh  qua lity  
recrea tion  is a t the  heart of  Sta te  Parks.  We’re  glad  to know tha t  visitors  to  Seacliff  
and  New Brighton  Sta te  Beaches  va lue  th is ba lance  too!  

If you were to 
visit Seacliff or 
New Brighton 
State Beach in the 
future, which 
activities would 
you most like to 
engage in? 

What do you value 
and appreciate most 
about Seacliff and 
New Brighton State 
Beaches? 

Que stions or  com m e n ts? Em a il  u s  a t  
Se a cliff.Re silie nce @pa rks.ca .gov  

Re cove ry a  n  d  
Re silie n ce 
at Seacliff and New Brigh ton Sta te 
Beaches  3,855 

Survey 
Respondents  

Th e ir 
b e au ty  

Ru n n in g/Walkin g/  
Hikin g 

Be ach 
Re cre a tio  

n 

Th e ir p h ysica l 
& m e n ta l 

h e a lth  b e n e fits  

Cam p in g  

Th e ir 
activitie s 

Na tu re 
Ob se r 
va tion 

• Understand the local coastal 
processes 

• Assess the vulnerability 
• Identify short- & long-term 

adaptations 
• Engage with the public 

throughout the process 

....................................................................................... 

mailto:Seacliff.Resilience@parks.ca.gov


What has happened 
since? 



What has happened 
since? 



Thank 
You 

Questions? 

2016 Feb. 27th, 2024 
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